
A record-breaking 78 mil-
lion viewers tuned in to see 
David Janssen’s Dr. Rich-
ard Kimble catch the one-
armed man who killed his 
wife in The Fugitive’s 1967 

series finale. But in real life, one thing al-
ways eluded David: lasting happiness. 

After his parents divorced when he was 
4, David was left by his mother, a former 
Ziegfeld Follies showgirl, at LA’s McKin-
ley Home for Boys for three years. “Many 
times, his mother would call and say, ‘I’m 
picking you up,’ and she just wouldn’t 
show,’ ” friend Mike Phelps, co-author of 
David Janssen: My Fugitive, tells Closer. 

He discovered acting as a teenager but 
didn’t find fame until he landed the ti-
tle role in TV’s Richard Diamond: Private  
Detective in 1957. A year later, he married 
model Ellie Graham in Las Vegas. “The first 
five years were bliss,” says Phelps. “But as 
his fame grew internationally, she became 
insanely jealous and very insecure.”

ALWAYS ON THE RUN
Their marriage fell apart after David had 
an affair with Fugitive guest star Suzanne 
Pleshette. “David was one of the great 
loves of my life,” Suzanne later said. “But 
he had to figure out his life.” By the time 

David was divorced in 1968, Suzanne 
had gotten married to another man. 

In 1975, David wed actress Dani 
Crayne, a socialite famous for throw-
ing parties. “He hated it,” Phelps says. 
“He had a minibar in his bedroom, 
and that’s where he would stay.”

David’s heavy drinking — “I would 
call him a functioning alcoholic,” says 
Phelps — and smoking may have con-
tributed to his death from a heart at-
tack at 48 in 1980. “He was happiest 
when he was working,” says Phelps. “He said 
to me one time, ‘It keeps me out of trouble, 
especially with my wives.’”  — Bruce Fretts, 
  with reporting by Katie Bruno

THE ICONIC FUGITIVE  
STAR NEVER SETTLED 

DOWN DURING HIS TRAGIC, 
TUMULTUOUS LIFE 

LOOK BACK

He and second 
wife Dani wed in 
1975 at the house 
of MCA mogul Lew 
Wasserman.

LOVE

DAVID JANSSEN

His Lifelong 
 Search for

David starred in 120 
episodes of The Fugitive 
between 1963 and 1967.
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